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may at some future period solicit the interference of Persia in
any measure that unforeseen events may compel us to adopt
in regard to Sindh," 55
The negotiation entrusted to Pottinger was, therefore,
virtually confined to the Amir of Hyderabad who was sup-
posed to consider his security as better effected by the
exclusion of all foreigners from his territory and was there-
fore expected to-reject the proposition for the navigation of
the Indus. The question then would arise (in the words of
the despatch to Pottinger) '* whether he or any other state
possessing only a portion of a stream has a right, either by
prohibition or, what is tantamount to it, by the imposition of
excessive duties, or by a connivance at a system of plunder by
his subjects on the trader, to deprive all other people and
states of an advantage which nature has given to all." And,
again, " Has this Chief alone the right to seal hermetically
its (Indus') mouths, to arrogate the sole and exclusive
dominion of its navigation and to deny the right of an
innocent use and passage of this great natural channel of
commercial intercourse*" In this respect the principles of
International Law must be explained to the Amir The
following passage taken from Vattel (P. 120 S. 292) upon the
right to passage through straits connecting two seas was
quoted in the letter for the Resident's guidance:
'* It must be remembered with regard to the straits that
when they serve for a communication between two seas,
the navigation of which is common to all or to many nations,
he who possesses the strait cannot refuse others a passage
through it, provided that passage be innocent and attended
with no danger to the state. Such a refusal without just
reason would deprive these nations of an advantage granted
them by nature ; and indeed the right of passage is a reminder
of the primitive liberty enjoyed in common. Nothing but
the care of his own safety can authorize the master of the
strait to make use of certain precautions and to require
the formalities commonly established by the custom of
nations. He has a right to levy small duties on vessels that
55 The Envoy in Persia to Government of India, 4th December, 116/1S,
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